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the community, family and home cultures, out-of-school experiences, and school 
and district culture that influence your students’ schooling experiences and your 
instructional decision making. 

Figure 5.4 provides a list of these questions that you can use as a beginning point 
for instructional planning. Your answers to these questions will help you enact teach-
ing practices that support students’ growing ability to make meaning of increasingly 
complex texts and enact increasingly complicated learning tasks. This approach, essen-
tial to the CCSS, can be described as spiraling instruction, and it’s the approach that 
the vignette teachers you’ve read about use; in the following pages, we detail how this 
approach can help guide your individual planning for the students in your classroom.

Figure 5.3:  Questions for planning with students at the center.
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